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An Introduction to the Book of Books
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ALPHA AND OMEGA
Walking with Christ through the Bible
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oYour word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my paté.
Psalm 119:105

LESSONONE

Why the Bible?

An Introduction to the Book of Books

DiscussIiON QUESTION

OWhat is it aboutthis Book that sets it apart from every other book in history?

INTRODUCTION

Bible trivia, but not so trivial.

What others say about the Bible.
OVERVIEW

1 The oBook of Books) 8-week series

Why the Bible? An Introduction to the Book of Books
UnfoldingGod& Plan: A Timeline of Bible History

Open My Eyes: How to Get the Most Out of Bible Study

The People of the Book: God at Work Among the Chosen People
Prophecy and Silence: Listening for the Voice of God

Behold the Lamb: God Presents Messiah /it

Upon this Rock: The Character and Calling of the Church

Alpha and Omega: Walking with Christ through the Bible

ONoOrWNE

1 Exploring these questions:

How old is the Bible?

What languages were used?

Who was the firstriter?

Whats the best way to approa&tripture study?

How long is Bible history?

Is the Bible completely inerrant?

How do we understand Israel from the perspective of the Church?
Is Christ really seen in every book of the Bible?

Does the Bible tell us when history will end?

éand muchrel much mo

OO0 O0OO0O0OO0OO0OO0O0O0
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1 Sructure of the study

o0 Provocative discussion question
0 Introduction to the topic
o Fastpaced lesson

1 Expectations of the series

o0 What to expect
A A broad overview of the characteemesandveracityof the Bible
An understanding of G@lgreapurpose in giving us Scripture
A basis for doing good Bible study at home
A profound sense of the holiness of Gatford
A picture of Christ from Genesis through Revelation
Motivation to dig deeper on our own
o What NOT to expect
A An explanation of every fadiout the Bible
A An answer to all the most profound mysteries in Scripture
A A debate over passages that are widely misunderstood

I > > B

LESSON

A journalist looks at the Bible.

1 Who?

o Author
A One divine Author
A 40 human authors

o Audience
A To the Chosen People
A To theChurch
A To the world

1 What?
0 Sixtysix books
A 390T
A 27NT

o Two Testaments

A 0Covenantsd God made arrangements with mankind
o0 A unified message

A The New Testament is in the Old concealed

A The Old Testament is in the New revealed
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A All of the Bible i$ocused on the Redeemer

Old Testament New Testament

Law Foundation of Gospels Manifestation of
Christ Christ

History Preparation for | Acts Propagation of
Christ Christ

Poetry Aspiration for Epistles Interpretation of
Christ Christ

Prophecy Expectation of Revelation Consummation of
Christ Christ

1 When?
o0 From Creation

A Toledothd ét hese are the generations of éo

o From the Wilderness (about 1500 B.C.)
A Moses
0 400 years of silenbetween testaments
o Ending at about A.D. 95
A ApostleJohriRevelation
o Covering the major events of the world
A Creation, Fall, Flood, Israel, Exile, Jesus, Church, Judgesamen
1 Where?
o From Eden to Chaldea
o From Israel to Babylon
o From Jerusalem ®ome
1 Why?
0 To know Him
0 To make Him known
0 The Greatest Commandment
A Matthew 22:380

T oTeacher, which is the great comm

sai d tYou shaillove theldrd your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with allyourmidd Thi s i s t he
foremost c¢ommandme nYtoushalllbve yosrec ond

neighborasyoursel®d On t hese two commandme.l

whole Law and the Prophets. o

é WEQL PICKUP THE 0 HbwOIN LESSON2! SEE YOU NEXT TIME !
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BIBLE TRIVIA € BUT NOT SO TRIVIAL !

Number of total Bibles Printed

6,001,500,000

Bible

Approximate number of languages | 6,900
spoken in the world today

Number of translations into new 1,300
languages currently in progress

Number of languages with a translatf 1,185
of the New Testament

Number of languages with a translatf 451

of the BibleRrotestant Canon)

Total Words in the King James Bible] 788,258
Number of verses in the King James| 31,102

Total Chapters in the King James Bilf 1,189

Total Books in the King James Bible

66

Total Number of Autho-rs in the Bible

40

Years itook to write the Bible

1,600

Shortest Chapter

Psalm 117 (2 verses)

Longest Chapter

Psalm 119

Middle Chapter

Psalm 117 (the 595th chapter)

Shortest Verse in the Bible

John 11:39 0Jesus wejdr.

Longest Verse in the Bible

Esther 8:9

Longest Word ithe Bible

Mahershalalhashbaz (Isaiah 8:3)

FEBRUARY 7, 2016 ALAWRENCE FORD

5| PAGE




THE Book oF Books

Exploring the Divine Tapestry of Sctipture

WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYIN G ABOUT THE BIBLE

ol perceived how that it was impossible to establish the lay people in any truth except the Scripture
were plainly laid before theyres in their mother tongdVilliamTyndale

oValue all books in proportion as they are agreeable to Scripture. Those that are nearest to it are the
best, and those that are farthest from it, arsd comtrary to it, the wordtl. C. Ryle

oThe remedy for discouragement is the Word of Wben you feed your heart and mind with its
truth, you regain your perspective and find renewed stiéligthen Wiersbe

oThe Word of God I think of as a straight edge, which shows up our own crookedness. We can
really tell how crooked our thinkingingil we line it up with thstraight edge of Scriptdre.
Elisabeth Elliot

0Since no daily responses are given from heaven, and the Scriptures are the only record in which
God has been pleased to consign His truth to perpetual remembranceuthefy which they

ought to possess with the faithful is not recognized unless they are believed to have come from
heaven as directly as if God had beardigving utterance to thémdohn Calvin

oThe Bible is the inevitable outcome of @dntinuos speech. It is the infallible declaration of
His mind6 A. W. Tozer

oThough the Bible was written over sixteen centuries by at least forty authors, it has one central
theme-salvation through faith in Christlax Lucado

oThe Bible is Ga#l declaratomevelation to man containing the great truths about God, about
man, about history, about salvation, and about prophecy that God wanted us to know. The Bible
could be trusted just as much as if God had taken the pen and written the wordg JéinmsElf.
Walvoord

olf your mind is filled with the Word of God, then it&he filled with impure thoughdfavid
Jeremiah

ol know of no other single practice in the Christian life more rewarding, practically dpeaking, t

me mor i z i n g NoSther simmtexercisegays greater spiritual dividends! Your prayer life
will be strengthened. Your witnessing will be sharper and much more effective. Your attitudes and
outlook will begin to change. Your mind will become alert and observant. Your confidence and
assirance will be enhanced. Your faith will be solidi@ibdrles Swindoll
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WESTMINSTER CONFESSION

Of the Holy Scripture

Although the light of nature, and the works of creation and providence do so far manifest
the goodness, wisdom, and power of God, as to leave men unexcusable; yet are they not
sufficient to give that knowledge of God, and of His will, which is necessaghuation.
Therefordt pleased the Lor@t sundry times, and in divers mantereyeal Himseland

to declarettat His will unto His Churchnd afterwards for the better preserving and
propagating of the truth, and for the more sure establisanteodomfort of the Church

against the corruption of the flesh, and the malice of Satan and of the world, ttheommit
same wholly unto writingghich makes the Holy Scripture to be most necgbsesey

former ways of Gasl revealing His will unto Hisqpde being now ceased.

Under the name of Holy Scripture, or the Word of God written, are now contained all the
books of the Old and New Testament, which are these: Of the Old Testament: Genesis,
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judfges Jautuel, Il Samuel, |

Kings, Il Kings, | Chronicles, Il Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Job, Psalms, Proverbs,
Ecclesiastes, The Song of Songs, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea,
Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Hahadphaniah, Haggai, Zechariah,

Malachi. Of the New Testament: The Gospels according to Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, The
Acts of the Apostles, P&liEpistles to the Romans, Corinthians I, Corinthians I, Galatians,
Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians,sél@sans | , Thessalonians Il , To Timothy |, To
Timothy I, To Titus, To Philemon, The Epistle to the Hebrews, The Epistle of James, The
first and second Epistles of Peter, The first, second, and third Epistles of John, The Epistle
of Jude, The Revetati of JohnAll which are given by inspiration of God ¢atie rule of

faith and life

The books commonly called Apocrypha, not being of divine inspiration, are no part of the
canon of the Scripture, and therefore are of no authority in the Church nbGodbe
any otherwise approved, or made fgghan other human writings.

The authority of the Holy Scriptufer which it ought to be believed, and obedeguknds
not upon the testimony of any man, or Church; but wholly upo(whods truth it4é
the author thereof: and therefore it is to be receieeaye it is the Word of God.

We may be moved and induced by the testimony of the Church to an high and reverent
esteem of the Holy Scriptufnd the heavenliness of the matter, the efficabg of

doctrine, the majesty of the style, the consent of all the parts, the scope of the whole (which
is, to give all glory to God), the full discovery it makes of the only waysofaheation,

the many other incomparable excellencies, and the efditéqethereof, are arguments
wherebyt does abundantly evidence itself to be the Word ofy@bdotwithstanding, our

full persuasion and assurance of the infallible truth and divine authority tiereothes

inward work of the Holy Spirit bearingness by andith the Word in our hearts
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VI.

VII.

VIII.

The whole counsel of Gadncerning all things necessary for His own glorg man

salvation, faith and life, is either exprasslgiown in Scripturer by good and necessary
consequence may be deduced frenipt8re:unto which nothing at any time is to be added
whether by new revelations of tp&i§ or traditions of memMevertheless, we acknowledge

the inward illumination of the Spirit of God to be necessary for the saving understanding of
such thingss are revealed in the Waadd that there are some circumstances concerning

the worship of God, and government of the Church, common to human actions and
societies, which are to be ordered by the light of nature, and Christian prudence, according
to the gneral rules of the Word, whare always to be observed.

All things in Scripture are not alike plain in thensseloe alike clear unto gkt those

things which are necessary to be known, believed, and observed for salvation are so clearly
propoundegdand opened in some place of Scripture or other, that not only the learned, but
the unlearned, in a due use of the ordinary means, may attain umiers suffierstanding

of them.

The Old Testament in Hebrew (which was the native langubgg@ebdple of God of old),

and the New Testament in Greek (which, at the time of the writing of it, was most generally
known to the nation)eing immediately inspired by God, and, by His singular care and
providence, kept pure in all agee thereforauthenticako as, in all controversies of

religion, the Church imally to appeal unto theBut, because these original tongues are

not known to all the people of God, who have right unto, and interest in the Scriptures, and
are commanded, in therfef God, to read and search thénerefore they are to be

translated in to the vulgar language of enaign unto which they combat, the Word of

God dwelling plentifully in all, they may worstiip in an acceptable manraarg, through
patience ahcomfort of tle Scripturesnay have hope

The infallible rule of interpretation of Scripture is the Scriptureatsktherefore, when
there is a question about the true and full sense of any Scripture (which is not manifold, but
one), it must be sehed and known by other gés that speak more clearly.

The supreme juddpy which all controversies of religion are to be determined, and all
decrees of councils, opinions of ancient writers, doctrines of men, and private spirits, are to
be examined, dnn whose sentence we are to castbe no other but the Holy Spirit

speaking in the Scripture
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oYour word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my paté.
Psalm 119:105

LESSONTWO
Unf ol ding Godds Pl an
A Timeline of Bible History

DiscussiON QUESTION
OoHow can we determine the accuracy of historical events presented in the Bikie
INTRODUCTION
Part 10 Catching up: Understanding Inspiration and the Canomf Scripture
Part 20 God at work in the world from Creation to Consummation.

LESSON

Part 1: How was the Bible writtenand preserved accuratef¥

1 Divine inspiration
o 2 Timothy 3:147

OAll Scripturéas inspired by Godndprofitablefor teaching, for reproof, for
correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate,
equi pped for every good work. o

o

The Causef inspiration is God
o0 TheMeansf inspiration is men of God
0 TheResulf inspiration is the Womf God in human language

0 God enabletiumaauthors to communicatiévinenessages accurately.

1 Human authorship
0 2 Peter1:191

0So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay

attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning

star arises in your hearts. But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a
matterof oneds own interpretation, for no |
human will, butmen moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God
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1 Historical preservation
o John 10:385

Jesus answered them, oOoHas it notlfbeen w
he called them gods, to whom the word of God caméh@&atripture cannot be
broker).

o lIsaiah 40:8

oThe grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our Godfstraves)

T From God to usée
Inspiration
Canon
Transmission

o Translation
1 Language

0 Godchose human language to communicate divine truth

o Precision. Propagation. Preservation.

o Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek

O oo

1 What is inspiration?

Inspiration encompasses the mysterious process by which divine causality on the prophetic
agency resulted in scripturahatity, the BibleRevelationis the fact of divine
communicationnspiration is the means by which that communication is brought to the
written record, ankhterpretation is the understanding of that communication. The total
proces®f inspiration includes both the writer and the writing, althoughoithéctof

inspiration is the authoritative writing and not the man. It is only the autographs (original
writings) that are actually inspired, although accurate copies or tranglatamsrelly
authoritative, inasmuch they correctly reproduce the originals. There are no degrees of
inspiration; all the Bible is equally inspired, that is, equally authoritative and true. The means
or process of inspiration isngsteryof the providece of God, but the result of this

process is erbal (the words)plenary (extending to all parts equally@srant (errorless),
andauthoritative record.

1 The Canon of Scripture

The most important distinction to be made at this point is betwekstiménati@nd the
discoverfycanonicity.

God is solely responsible for the first, and man is responsible merely for the last.

o That a book is canonical is duditone inspiration
o How that is known to be true is the procedsiaian recognition

How men di scovered what God had deter mi ned
inspiration. ¢

It was asked whether the book (1) was written by a man of God, (2) who was confirmed by
an act of God, (3) told the truth about God, man, and so on, (4) canne wadtver of
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God, and (5) was accepted by the people of God. If a book clearly had the first earmark, the
remainder were often assumed. Of course the contemporaries of the prophet (apostle) knew
his credentials and accepted his book immediately. Butlatbriathers sorted out the

profusion of religious literature, discovered, and gave official recognition to the books that,
by virtue of their divine inspiration, had been determined by God as canonical and originally
recognized by the contemporary belgeeommunity to which they were presented.

Part 2: The Timeline of Bible History

1 Is God at Work in Human History?

0 Acts 15:148

60After these things | wildl return,

And | will rebuild the [f[tabernacle of David which has fallen,

And I will rebuild itsuins,

And | will restore it,

So that the rest of [gJmankind may seek the Lord,

And all the Gentiles [h]who are called
Says the Lord, who [ijmakes these things known from long ago.

o Galatians 4:4

But when the fullness of the time came, Gotdfsgh His Son, born ot woman,
born under [a]the Law.

o Psalm 139:16

Your eyes have seen my unformed substance;
And in Your book were all written

The days that were ordained for me,

When as yet there was not one of them.

o John 1:35

In the beginning wake Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2 [a]He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through
Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being. 4 In
Him was life, and the life was the Lgfithen. 5 The Light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not [b]Jcomprehend it.

1T Major Events that Demonstrate Godds Sovere
o Creation
o Fall
o Flood
o Nations
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o lIsrael
A Abraham
A lIsaac
A Jacob
o Captivity
A Joseph
o Exodus
A Moses
1 The Law
A Joshua
o0 The Pranised Land
o Time of the Judges
A Samuel
0 The United Kingdom
A Saul
A David
A Solomon
o0 The Divided Kingdom
A Israel
A Judah
Exile by Assyrialsrael
Exile by BabylonJudah
400 Years of Silence
The Messiah
A Birth
A Baptism
A Ministry
A Cross
A Resurrection
o0 The Church
A MakingDisciples
A All nations
The End Times/Last Days
The Second Coming of Christ
Millennial Reign
Judgments
A For those who reject
A For those who accept
A For the devil
o New heavens and new earth
o Eternity

(ol el eolNe)

O O0O0oOo
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oYour word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my paté.
Psalm 119:105

LESSON THREE
Open My Eyes
How to Get the Most Out of Bible Study

DiscussiON QUESTION
oOHow can we be sure that we ar g ewmmddrts?tbandi ng
INTRODUCTION

Psalm 119:180 Open my eyes, that | may behold wonder
Guiding Principles

The Bible is true. We can trust it.

The Bible makes sense. We can read it.

The Bible is one book. We can harmonize it.

TheBible s Godds book. We can | earn it from Hi

PN PE

2 Timothy 2:153 0Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not
need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word @f truth.

LESSON

Approach the Word withhumility and expectation

1 Psalm119:13®0 The unf ol ding of your words gives |
simple. o

f Johnl14260But t he Hel per, the Holy Spirit, who
will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all tHatIlts@ y ou . 0

Be confident that Godwantsyou to understand His Word.

1 John16:123601 have many more things to say to vy
But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not
spealon His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to

you what is to coen. 0

The Bible was written umalanguage, not some heavenly code.

Read the words of Scripture throuditesial historical andgrammaticdéns.

= =
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Apply the process observationd Interpretation d Application.

1 ObserveScripture in these 10 ways:

0 Thoughtfully. Be a detective.
Repeatedly. Read entire books at a time.
Patiently. Spend quality time in each book you study.
Selectively. Decipher the widat, where, when and how in the text.
Prayerfully. Dondt copy others; ask God
Imaginatively. Think about how you might write the verse.
Meditatively. Reflect on the words.
Purposefully. Understand that the author used strtwgad a message.
Acquisitively. Attempt to retain the text.

o0 Telescopically. Understand the significance of the text in light of the entire Bible.
1 Interpret Scripture with these rules in mind:

o0 What meaning did the writer intend to communicate at thatrtdnie that context?

o How does this passagthe words, background, audience, contex ftevith the

rest of Scripture?
o Is my interpretation of the passage essentially the same as godly scholars who have
studied the passage in depth?

1 Apply the meamig of the Scripture using these 9 questions:

0 Is there an example for me to follow?
Is there a sin to avoid?
Is there a promise to claim?
Is there a prayer to repeat?
Is there a command to obey?
Is there a condition to meet?
Is there a verse to memorize?
Is there an error to mark?
Is there a challenge to face?

OO0 O0OO0O0O0OO0O0

OO0 O0OO0O0O0OO0O0

Remember that the Word of God is powerful. Careful study makes us powerful.

1 Hebrews4:1®0For the word of God is | i vedgedy and ¢
sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and
able to judge the thoughts and intentions

1 Isaiah 55:15 6So will My wordbe which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to
Me empty, Without accomplishing what | desire, And without succeeding in the matter for
which | sent it
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Acts 1:8

Assignment Use the verse below to practice the observation process in
your Bibde study. The more you ask questions from the text, the more
answers it will give youéand the f
what God intended the meaning to be! | provided some examples below to
get you started.

but you will receive power

Whatbes Obut o6 refer to in context?

Who is the o0youdé? Singular or plural?

What 6s the promise of owillo6?

Who is speaking these words?

How wi || opower 6 be given? Who is giving the Opower
etc.

= =4 -4 =4 -84

when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;

and you shall be My witnesses

both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest [
earth.
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oYour word is a lamp to my feetand a light to my pathd
Psalm 119:105

LESSONFOUR
The People of the Book
God at Work Among the Chosen People

DiscussiON QUESTION
owhat does God want wus to know (today) through
INTRODUCTION

Why i s | sr ac€hoseaBedodleed Godods

Deuteronomy 7.6860 For you are a holy people to the Lo
chosenyou to be a people for His owassessiorout of all the peoptewho are on the face of
theearth.The Lord did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in number
than any of the peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples, but becauséotres lyordand

kept the oath which He swore to your forefathers, the Lord broughitymuamighty hand and

redeemed you from the housestavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Eggpt

LESSON

Godods Unigue Love for a People

God gave Israahn exclusivielentity.
God gave Isra@l permanergeography.
God gave Israahn eternajenealogy.
God gave Israel redemptivdestiny.

= =4 -4

Thirty -nine books in 39 minutes!

Genesi® Beginnings & Believing
The world

Mankind

Sin

Redemption

Civilization

Languages

Israel

= =4 -4 -4 -4 -5 -9
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Exodusd Escape & Establishment
1 Slavery

Moses

Red Sea

Wilderness

Ten Commadments

9 Nation

1
T
T
T

Leviticusd Holiness & Worship
1 Levitical priesthood
1 How to worship
1 Holy living

Numbersd Counting & Care
9 The tribes of Israel
1 Wanderings in the wilderness
9 Provision of God
1 Trust and obedience

Deuteronomy Law & Love
1 Second giving of tHeaw
1 Preparing a people for statehood
1 Demonstrating love and blessing
1 Warning of rebellion and cursing

Joshu#® Crossing & Conquering
1 Entering the Promised Land
1 Defeating the enemies of Israel
91 Disobedience leads to lifetimeaxjret

Judge® Rebellion 8Rescue
1 Seven cycles redemption
1 Disobedience to Captivity to Repentance to Rescue
1 Riseof the great judges/deliverers
1 Everyone did what was right in their own eyes

Ruthd Romance & Redemption
1 God can use anyone
1 His plan is not disrupted, even by blaoadi
9 True romance is built on ultimate committment

1 & 2 Samudl Compromise & Crown
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1 Israel rejects God as King
1 The United kingdom is established
9 The rise of Saul and David

1 & 2 Kingsd Reign & Rebellion
1 The rule of king8 righteous and evil
1 The Dividedkingdom
1 The judgment upon Israel and Judah

1 & 2 Chronicle8 Continuity & Covenant

T A recounting of Goddés plan and Godds | ove
T A remembrance of | sraelds obedience and di
1 Abook forthe exilesinBabyld® ondt f or get , return to God

Ezra & Neheniahd Restoration & Repair
1 Preparation for return from exile
1 Restoring worship
1 Building the wall

Estherd Destiny & Deliverance
1 God sovereignly at work in the nations
1 God prepares behind the scenes
1 Faith and obedience
1 God will always preserve His people

Jobd Trials & Trust
1 A Genesis patriarch
1 Righteous living brings blessing
1 Trials are not always the result of sin
9 Trust no matter what
T Our <c¢closest friends donodét al ways understan

Psalm$ Praise and Penitence
T Our heartds cry to God
1 God wants a humble andntrite heart
1 Our vertical relationshipwith the Creator and King

Proverbd Humans & Humility
1 Knowledge and discernment the key to human relationships
9 Avoid fools and foolish decisions
1 Embrace wisdom and keep life simple

EcclesiastesVanity & Vicory
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1 Chasing after success on earth is meaningless
T Wealth doesndét guarantee wisdom
1 Remember your Creatbhonor Him

Song of Solomod Intimacy & Innocence
1 Intimacy in marriage is celebrated
1 Give your spouse your best of yand all of you

The Books oProphecy

1 God does great things on earth

o To Israel judgment
For IsraeB deliverance, restoration, hope
To the nation$ judgment
To the worldd judgment, promise
In the present
In the immediate future
At the consummation of the world
All focused on redeption and Messiah
1 The Major Prophets

0 Isaiahd Punishment & Promise

o Jeremiald Conviction & Comfort

o Lamentation® Weeping & Worship

o Ezekiel Exile & Exhortation

o Danield Captivity & Control
1 The Minor Prophets
Hosead Unfaithful & Unconditional
Joeld Locusts & Lord
Amosad Prosperity & Punishment
Obadiahd Pride & Punishment
Jonahd Running & Repentance
Micahd Humility & Hope
Nahumd Wickedness & Woe
Habakkul® Oppression & Oracle
Zephanial® Retribution & Remnant
Haggabd Rebuild & Revere
Zecharial® Return & Redemption
Malachd Remember & Repent

O O0OO0OO0OO0OO0O0o

OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO

THENé400 YEARS OF SILENCE!
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OLD TESTAMENT TIMELINE

Call of Abraham Entrance into Israel’s Monarchy Fall of the Restoration
Canaan Begins Northern Kingdom of the Land
- Conquest Division of Fall of the End of Old
Creation The Exodus . :
Completed the Kingdom Southern Kingdom Testament
iod of the st Exj
period L:Q@m.w post Exilg
1406 1350 586
T e W g L
Numbers 1 Samuel 8 Dariid|
Leviticus Joshua Judges 2 Samuel 1Kings 12- 2Kings 25 Zechariah
Genesis Job Genesis Exodus Deuteronomy Ruth 1 Kings 1-11 1 & 2 Chronicles Jeremiah Haggai
1:1-11:26 11:27-50:26 1 Samuel 1-7 Hosea Lamentations Malachi
s Joel Ezekiel
Proverbs — Ezra
Ecclesiastes Amos Nehemiah
Song of Solomon “m_ﬂ_uwﬂ Esther
QObadiah
Jonah
Nahum
.!@BO@Q)EE www.GraceChapelOnline.org | facebook.com/GraceChapelWilsonville Habakkuk
Zephaniah

20| PAGE

2016 ALAWRENCE FORD

FEBRUARY 28,




THE BOOK OF BOOKS

Exploring the Divine Tapestry of Sctipture

oYour word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my paté.
Psalm 119:105

LESSONFIVE
Prophecy and Silence
Listening for the Voice of God

DiscussiON QUESTION
olf prophecy is about future events, what goo

INTRODUCTION

God spoke for some 4,000 years, and then was silent.
1 What were the climactic events in Idvafdre the silence?
1 What changed on the world scene during those 400 years of silence?
1 How do you think the Jewish people interpreted that silence?

LESSON
The Importance of Prophecy

1 Prophecy reveals GédHis plans and purposes.

1 Prophecy give hogeLife will be better.

1 Prophecy confirms Script&Vhat God says is true.
1 Prophecy inspires holin€she future matters now.

The Impact of Prophecy

1 2 Peter3

1 The Last Days are coming. Be prepared.

1 Judgment will come as sure as creation and the floed cam
1

Live holy lives now.
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THE Book oF Books

Exploring the Divine Tapestry of Sctipture

2 Peter 3 (NASB)

1 This is now, beloved, the second letter | am writing to you in which | am stirring up your sincere
mind by way of reminder,

2 that you shouldemember the wordpoken beforehand by the holy prophets and the
commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles.

3 Know this first of all, tha the last daymockers will come with their mocking, following after
their own lusts,

4 and s ayi nmgamis®dibiseconang? For evehsace the fathers fell asleep, all
continues just as it was from the beginning o

5 For when they maintain this, it escapes their notid®sy tteet word of Gothe heavens existed
long ago and the earth was fedout of water and by water,

6 through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water.

7 Butby His wordhe present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of
judgment and destruction of ungodly men.

8 Butdo not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a
thousand years, and a thousand years like one day.

9The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not
wishing for anyo perish but for all to come to repentance

10 But the day of the Lovdll come like a thigin which the heavens will pass away with a roar and
the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.

11Since &lthese things are to be destroyed in thiswiat sort of people ought you toit@oly
conduct and godliness

12looking forandhasteninghe coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be
destroyed by burning, and the elementaeeitiwith intense heat!

13 But according to His promise are looking farew heavens and a new earth, in which
righteousness dwells.

14 Therefore, belovesince you look for these thinige diligento be found by Him in peace,
spotless and blameless,

15 and regartthe patience of our Lord as salvatjost as also our beloved brother Paul, according
to the wisdom given him, wrote to you,

16 as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to
understand, wth the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to
their own destruction.

17 You therefore, belovdahowing this beforeharige on your guarsb that you are not carried
away by the error of unprincipled men and &ati frour own steadfastness,

18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory,
both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.
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THE BOOK OF BOOKS

Exploring the Divine Tapestry of Sctipture

Interpreting Prophecy in the Bible

1. Take God at His WorpgropbebtbtctBygritptoreadoha
2. If God fulfilled previous prophecies literally, we should expect Him to do the same with

future prophecies.
3. The benefit of studying prophecy now is to make us more heawvetdgd and more

ministryfocused.
4. Approachppphecy, | i ke all of Godds Word, with
5. Use the knowledge of prophecy to bring you closer to Christ.
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THE BOOK OF BOOKS

Exploring the Divine Tapestry of Sctipture

oYour word is a lamp to my feet, and dght to my path.6
Psalm 119:105

LESSONSX

Behold the Lamb
God Presents Messiah to the World

DiscussiON QUESTION
How can Jesus be both God and Man?

INTRODUCTION

The Bible presents the | ife and mi ndosstpreyl sofé J

1 The necessity for more than one account
0 Holy Spiritdirected
o Four different but harmonious perspectives
o Different audiencesJews, Gentiles, Romans
1 The distinctiveness of each of the Gospels
o Jewish culture, traditions, and religious foundation
o0 Explanations about the Law and grace
0 Stressing the deity and humanity of Jesus
1 The unifying message of the four stories
0 Jesus is God and Man
o Jesus is the only Way for redemption
o Jesus is the perfect example of righteousness

LESSON
The Gospel Writers

1 Matthew

o Original Disciple/Apostlgax collector, educated
1 Mark

o A disciple of Peter/Barnabas/Papstor/missionary
1 Luke

o A disciple of Pauphysician, educated
1 John

o Original Disciple/Apostlepastor/missionary

MARCH 13, 2016 ALAWRENCE FORD 24| PAGE



THE BOOK OF BOOKS

Exploring the Divine Tapestry of Sctipture

The Gospel Messages

1 Matthewd Jesus is thi€ing

oThis is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiahtheso f Davi d, the son of
(Matthew 1:1)

o Note the many parables about othe kingd

o The Jews would understand this writing immediately
o Key sermons and discowgse

1 Marko Jesus is thgéervant

oFor even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a
ransom f(blarklt4bnhy . 6

0 A fastpaced account of Jesus ministry

o As told primarily by the Apostle Peter
o Jesus demonstratesgesvant acts

1 Luked Jesus is theon of Man
oFor the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which#vas(ostu ke 19: 10)
o0 Very detailed, waksearched and documented account

0 Sentto a Roman official; a Gentile audience
o Beloved Christmas storytédl the whole world about the Savior

1 Johnod Jesus is theon of God

0 Bt these have been written so that youbmlgvethat Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God; and thabelievingyou may have life inHisnatmhe. ( John 20: 31)

o0 The Seven otibnsé&feSusDecl ar a

1. 0l am the Bread of Life.o6 (John 6: 35
2.0l am the Light of the world. o6 (John
3.0l am the Gate for the sheep. 6 John
4. 6l am the Good Shepherd. 6 (John 10: 1
5 .01 am the Resurrection and the Life
6. 0l am theTwWayhaanddthee Life. 6 (John
7.0l am the true Vine.o6 (John 15: 1)

o0 One word:Believe
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THE BOOK OF BOOKS

Exploring the Divine Tapestry of Sctipture

oYour word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my paté.
Psalm 119:105

LESSON SEVEN

Upon This Rock
The Character and Calling of the Church

DiscussiON QUESTION
Does Church today have any resemblance to the early Chu?

INTRODUCTION

Acts 1:83 Blueprint for the Work of the Church

oBut you wildl r e c 8pirivhas cpnte wmom yowy énd you dhdll be My witngsses
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samar
1. Thepeoplewho are witness are His disciples
2. Thepowerto be witnesses comes from the Holy Spirit
3. Theplaceto be witnesses is:

a. JerusalerfActs 1:18:3)

b. Judea & Samalfjacts 8:412:25)

c. The uttermost part of the eafikcts 13:428:31)

LESSON

| will build My Church
Matthew 16:119

OAnd Jesus said to him, 0Bl ess bloodd@ddnetreyealu, Si mo
this to you, buMy Father who is in heavémlso say to you that you are Peterypod this rock

| will build My church ; and the gates of Hadedl not overpower it.will give you the keys of the

kingdom of heaven; dnvhatever you bind on eastmall have been bound in heavenydratever

you loose on eartdia | | have been | oosed in heaven. o

| will prepare My witnesses
Acts 1:17

Thefirst account| composed, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do andchtédloh,day
when He was taken up to heaven, after He had by the Holgi®&mrivrders to the apostles
whom He had chosen. To these He pilesented Himself aliveafter His suffering, by many
convincing proofs, appearing to thewer a period of fortydaysand speaking of the things
conerning the kingdom of Go@.athering them together, He commanded tin&no leave
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THE BOOK OF BOOKS

Exploring the Divine Tapestry of Sctipture

Jerusalem but to wait fowhat the Father had promised 0 WH4 sailhypudbeard of from

Me;for John baptized with water, but yall be baptized with the Holy Spiritt many days from

n o v6o Wwhen they had come togethen, ey wer e a s kordnigyt atHhistime Ysua y i n g,
arerestoring the kingdom to IsraeP il e s a i d Itis rot fdr yoe tmknowdtimes or epochs
whichthe Fathenas f i xed by His own authority. 66

| will demonstrate My power
Acts 2:14

oWhen the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly there came
from heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, and it filleddlechebse where they were

sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselvesiesteldiozy

each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Splitiie@an to speak with other

tongues, athe Spirit was giving thetterance.

The Church is the Lordos
Acts 2:4347

0So then, those who had received his wordhaptezed, and that day there were added about

three thousandsouls. They wemdntinually devotingt h e ms el v e s teachingande apost
to fellowship, to thebreaking of breadand toprayer. Everyone kept feelingsanse of awgand

many wonders and signs were taking place through the apostles. And all those who had believed
weretogetherand had all things @ommon; and they began selling their prigpand possessions

and weresharing them with all, as anyone might have need. Day by day comtithumge mind

in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with
gladnessandsincerity of heart, praising @l and havingavor with all the people. Aritie Lord

was adding to their numberday by day those who were being saved.

MARCH 20, 2016 ALAWRENCE FORD 27| PAGE



THE BOOK OF BOOKS

Exploring the Divine Tapestry of Sctipture

oYour word is a lamp to my feet, and dght to my path.6
Psalm 119:105

LESSONEIGHT
Alpha and Omega
Walking with Christ through the Bible

DiscussiON QUESTION
What spiritual themes do you notice running through the Scriptures?

INTRODUCTION

Basic Bible Facts to Remember:

The Bible i©neharmonious book, not a collection of random stories.
God, the Creator, is tiAaithor of this book.

If God is perfect, then H\&/ordsare perfect.

God reveals HiBersorandPurposen the Bible.

OneThemedominates the Bible from Genesis to RevelatEDERIPTION
o Genesis 3:15
o John1l:4; 14
0 Revelation 22

= =4 4 -4 4

LESSON
The Seven 0Cso6 of History:

Creation
Corruption
Catastrophe
Confusion
"y vy vy Whathappens between 4 and 5? The entire Old Testament
Christ
. Cross
7. Consummation

PwnpE

o o

If redemption is the one major themehat runs throughout the Bible, then it begs the
guestion: OWho is the Redeemer ?0

1 The Father was rejected over and over again. Mankind would not let Him rule.
9 The Son was chosen to redeem mankind.
1 God made provision for His Son to execute the plalefgion.
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THE BOOK OF BOOKS

Exploring the Divine Tapestry of Sctipture

1 Examples:
o Garden of Eden
o Noah and the Ark
o0 Abraham in Canaan
o Joseph in Egypt

Every book of the Bible reflects Christ, the Redeemer!

Genesi® Creator & promised Redeemer

Exodusd the Passover Lamb

Leviticusd High Priest

Numbersd water in thelesert

Deuteronomy) He becomes the curse for us

Joshu@® Commander of the army of the Lord

Judges® delivers us from injustice

Ruthd our KinsmarRedeemer

1 Samued all in one, He is the Prophet/Priest/King
10 2 Samued King of grace & love

11.1 Kingsd a Ruér greater than Solomon

12.2 Kingsd the powerful prophet

13.1 Chronicle® Son of David that is coming to rule
14.2 Chronicle$ the King who reigns eternally

15.Ezrad Priest proclaiming freedom

16.Nehemial® the One who restores what is broken down
17. Estherd Protectorof his people

18.Jobd Mediator between God and man

19.Psalms our song in the morning and in the night

20. Proverbsd our wisdom

21.Ecclesiastasour meaning for life

22.Song of Solomoda Author of faithful love

23.Isaiahd Suffering Servant

24. Jeremiald the weeping Messiah
25.LamentationfHe assumes Godds wrath for wus
26.Ezekield Son of Man

27.Danield the stranger in the fire with us

28.Hosead faithful husband even when we run away
29.Joeld He is sending His Spirit to His people

30. Amosa delivers justice to the oppressed
31.Obadiahd Judge of those who do evil

32.Jonald the greatest missionary

33.Micahd He casts our sin into the sea of forgetfulness
34.Nahuma proclaims future world peace we cannot even imagine
35. Habakkul® crushes injustice

36. Zephaniat® the Warrior who saves

37.Haggab restores or worship

38. Zecharial® prophesies a Messiah pierced for us

39. Malachi sun of righteousness who brings healing

©CoNoh,~wNE
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THE BOOK OF BOOKS

Exploring the Divine Tapestry of Sctipture

40. Matthewd the Messiah who is King

41.Markd the Messiah who is a Servant

42.Luked the Messiah who is a Deliverer

43.Johnd the Messiah who is a God in flesh

44. Actsd the Spirit who dwells in His people

45. Romang the righteousness of God

46.1 Corinthian® the power and love of God

47.2 CorinthiandHe i s t he down payment
48. Galatian® He is our very life

49. Ephesian$ the unity of our church

50. Philigpiansd the joy of our life

51. Colossian8 holds the supreme position in all things
52.1 Thessalonia@sour comfort in the last days

53.2 Thessaloniadsour returning King

54.1 Timothyd Savior of the worst sinners

55.2 Timothyd leader of the leaders

56. Titusd foundaton of truth

57.Philemord our Mediator

58.Hebrewsd our High Priest

59.Jame$ He matures our faith

60. 1 Pete® our hope in times of suffering

61.2 Peted the One who guards us from false teaching
62.1 Johmnd source of all fellowship

63.2 Johmd God in the flesh

64.3 Johmd source of all truth

65. Juded protects us from stumbling

66. Revelatio® King of Kings and Lord of Lords

what 6s
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