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òYour word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.ó 

Psalm 119:105 

 

LESSON ONE  

Why the Bible? 
An Introduction to the Book of Books 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTION  

 
òWhat is it about this Book that sets it apart from every other book in history? 

 
INTRODUCTION  

 
Bible trivia, but not so trivial. 
 
What others say about the Bible. 

 
OVERVIEW  

 
¶ The òBook of Booksó 8-week series: 

 
1. Why the Bible?  An Introduction to the Book of Books 
2. Unfolding Godõs Plan:  A Timeline of Bible History 
3. Open My Eyes:  How to Get the Most Out of Bible Study 
4. The People of the Book:  God at Work Among the Chosen People 
5. Prophecy and Silence:  Listening for the Voice of God 
6. Behold the Lamb:  God Presents Messiah to the World 
7. Upon this Rock:  The Character and Calling of the Church 
8. Alpha and Omega:  Walking with Christ through the Bible 

 

¶ Exploring these questions: 
 

o How old is the Bible? 
o What languages were used? 
o Who was the first writer? 
o Whatõs the best way to approach Scripture study? 
o How long is Bible history? 
o Is the Bible completely inerrant? 
o How do we understand Israel from the perspective of the Church? 
o Is Christ really seen in every book of the Bible? 
o Does the Bible tell us when history will end? 
o éand much, much more! 
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¶ Structure of the study: 
 

o Provocative discussion question 
o Introduction to the topic 
o Fast-paced lesson 

 

¶ Expectations of the series: 
 

o What to expect 

Á A broad overview of the character, themes, and veracity of the Bible 

Á An understanding of Godõs great purpose in giving us Scripture 

Á A basis for doing good Bible study at home 

Á A profound sense of the holiness of Godõs Word 

Á A picture of Christ from Genesis through Revelation 

Á Motivation to dig deeper on our own 
o What NOT to expect 

Á An explanation of every fact about the Bible 

Á An answer to all the most profound mysteries in Scripture 

Á A debate over passages that are widely misunderstood 

 
LESSON 

 
A journalist looks at the Bible. 
 

¶ Who? 
o Author 

Á One divine Author 

Á 40 human authors 
o Audience 

Á To the Chosen People 

Á To the Church 

Á To the world 

¶ What? 
o Sixty-six books 

Á 39 OT 

Á 27 NT 
o Two Testaments 

Á òCovenantsó ð God made arrangements with mankind 
o A unified message 

Á The New Testament is in the Old concealed 

Á The Old Testament is in the New revealed 
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Á All of the Bible is focused on the Redeemer 
 

Old Testament   New Testament 

Law Foundation of 
Christ 

Gospels Manifestation of 
Christ 

History Preparation for 
Christ 

Acts Propagation of 
Christ 

Poetry Aspiration for 
Christ 

Epistles Interpretation of 
Christ 

Prophecy Expectation of 
Christ 

Revelation Consummation of 
Christ 

 

¶ When? 
o From Creation 

Á Toledoths ð òéthese are the generations oféó 
o From the Wilderness (about 1500 B.C.) 

Á Moses 
o 400 years of silence between testaments 
o Ending at about A.D. 95 

Á Apostle John/Revelation 
o Covering the major events of the world 

Á Creation, Fall, Flood, Israel, Exile, Jesus, Church, Judgment, Heaven 

¶ Where? 
o From Eden to Chaldea 
o From Israel to Babylon 
o From Jerusalem to Rome 

¶ Why? 
o To know Him 
o To make Him known 
o The Greatest Commandment 

Á Matthew 22:36-40  

¶ òTeacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?ó And He 
said to him, òôYou shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your mind.õ This is the great and 
foremost commandment. The second is like it, ôYou shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.õ On these two commandments depend the 
whole Law and the Prophets.ó  

 

é WEõLL PICK UP THE òHOWó IN LESSON 2! SEE YOU NEXT TIME !  
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BIBLE TRIVIA é BUT NOT SO TRIVIAL ! 
 
 

Number of total Bibles Printed 6,001,500,000 

Approximate number of languages 
spoken in the world today 

6,900 

Number of translations into new 
languages currently in progress 

1,300 

Number of languages with a translation 
of the New Testament 

1,185 

Number of languages with a translation 
of the Bible (Protestant Canon) 

451 

Total Words in the King James Bible 788,258 

Number of verses in the King James 
Bible 

31,102 

Total Chapters in the King James Bible 1,189 

Total Books in the King James Bible 66 

Total Number of Authors in the Bible 40 

Years it took to write the Bible 1,600 

Shortest Chapter Psalm 117 (2 verses) 

Longest Chapter Psalm 119 

Middle Chapter Psalm 117 (the 595th chapter) 

Shortest Verse in the Bible John 11:35 ð òJesus wept.ó 

Longest Verse in the Bible Esther 8:9 

Longest Word in the Bible Mahershalalhashbaz (Isaiah 8:3) 
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WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYIN G ABOUT THE BIBLE  
 
òI perceived how that it was impossible to establish the lay people in any truth except the Scripture 
were plainly laid before their eyes in their mother tongue.ó William Tyndale 
 
òValue all books in proportion as they are agreeable to Scripture. Those that are nearest to it are the 
best, and those that are farthest from it, and most contrary to it, the worst.ó J. C. Ryle 
 
òThe remedy for discouragement is the Word of God. When you feed your heart and mind with its 
truth, you regain your perspective and find renewed strength.ó Warren Wiersbe 
 
òThe Word of God I think of as a straight edge, which shows up our own crookedness. We canõt 
really tell how crooked our thinking is until we line it up with the straight edge of Scripture.ó 
Elisabeth Elliot 
 
òSince no daily responses are given from heaven, and the Scriptures are the only record in which 
God has been pleased to consign His truth to perpetual remembrance, the full authority which they 
ought to possess with the faithful is not recognized unless they are believed to have come from 
heaven as directly as if God had been heard giving utterance to them.ó John Calvin 
 
òThe Bible is the inevitable outcome of Godõs continuous speech. It is the infallible declaration of 
His mind.ó A. W. Tozer 
 
òThough the Bible was written over sixteen centuries by at least forty authors, it has one central 
theme--salvation through faith in Christ.ó Max Lucado 
 
òThe Bible is Godõs declaratory revelation to man containing the great truths about God, about 
man, about history, about salvation, and about prophecy that God wanted us to know. The Bible 
could be trusted just as much as if God had taken the pen and written the words Himself.ó John F. 
Walvoord 
 
òIf your mind is filled with the Word of God, then it canõt be filled with impure thoughts.ó David 
Jeremiah 
 
òI know of no other single practice in the Christian life more rewarding, practically speaking, than 
memorizing Scriptureé. No other single exercise pays greater spiritual dividends! Your prayer life 
will be strengthened. Your witnessing will be sharper and much more effective. Your attitudes and 
outlook will begin to change. Your mind will become alert and observant. Your confidence and 
assurance will be enhanced. Your faith will be solidifiedó Charles Swindoll 
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WESTMINSTER CONFESSION  
 

Of the Holy Scripture 
 

I. Although the light of nature, and the works of creation and providence do so far manifest 
the goodness, wisdom, and power of God, as to leave men unexcusable; yet are they not 
sufficient to give that knowledge of God, and of His will, which is necessary unto salvation. 
Therefore it pleased the Lord, at sundry times, and in divers manners, to reveal Himself, and 
to declare that His will unto His Church; and afterwards for the better preserving and 
propagating of the truth, and for the more sure establishment and comfort of the Church 
against the corruption of the flesh, and the malice of Satan and of the world, to commit the 
same wholly unto writing; which makes the Holy Scripture to be most necessary; those 
former ways of Godõs revealing His will unto His people being now ceased. 
 

II.  Under the name of Holy Scripture, or the Word of God written, are now contained all the 
books of the Old and New Testament, which are these: Of the Old Testament: Genesis, 
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, I Samuel, II Samuel, I 
Kings, II Kings, I Chronicles, II Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Job, Psalms, Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, The Song of Songs, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, 
Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, 
Malachi. Of the New Testament: The Gospels according to Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, The 
Acts of the Apostles, Paulõs Epistles to the Romans, Corinthians I, Corinthians II, Galatians, 
Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Thessalonians I , Thessalonians II , To Timothy I , To 
Timothy II, To Titus, To Philemon, The Epistle to the Hebrews, The Epistle of James, The 
first and second Epistles of Peter, The first, second, and third Epistles of John, The Epistle 
of Jude, The Revelation of John. All which are given by inspiration of God to be the rule of 
faith and life. 
 

III.  The books commonly called Apocrypha, not being of divine inspiration, are no part of the 
canon of the Scripture, and therefore are of no authority in the Church of God, nor to be 
any otherwise approved, or made use of, than other human writings. 
 

IV. The authority of the Holy Scripture, for which it ought to be believed, and obeyed, depends 
not upon the testimony of any man, or Church; but wholly upon God (who is truth itself) 
the author thereof: and therefore it is to be received, because it is the Word of God. 
 

V. We may be moved and induced by the testimony of the Church to an high and reverent 
esteem of the Holy Scripture. And the heavenliness of the matter, the efficacy of the 
doctrine, the majesty of the style, the consent of all the parts, the scope of the whole (which 
is, to give all glory to God), the full discovery it makes of the only way of manõs salvation, 
the many other incomparable excellencies, and the entire perfection thereof, are arguments 
whereby it does abundantly evidence itself to be the Word of God: yet notwithstanding, our 
full persuasion and assurance of the infallible truth and divine authority thereof, is from the 
inward work of the Holy Spirit bearing witness by and with the Word in our hearts. 
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VI. The whole counsel of God concerning all things necessary for His own glory, manõs 
salvation, faith and life, is either expressly set down in Scripture, or by good and necessary 
consequence may be deduced from Scripture: unto which nothing at any time is to be added, 
whether by new revelations of the Spirit, or traditions of men. Nevertheless, we acknowledge 
the inward illumination of the Spirit of God to be necessary for the saving understanding of 
such things as are revealed in the Word: and that there are some circumstances concerning 
the worship of God, and government of the Church, common to human actions and 
societies, which are to be ordered by the light of nature, and Christian prudence, according 
to the general rules of the Word, which are always to be observed. 
 

VII.  All things in Scripture are not alike plain in themselves, nor alike clear unto all: yet those 
things which are necessary to be known, believed, and observed for salvation are so clearly 
propounded, and opened in some place of Scripture or other, that not only the learned, but 
the unlearned, in a due use of the ordinary means, may attain unto a sufficient understanding 
of them. 
 

VIII.  The Old Testament in Hebrew (which was the native language of the people of God of old), 
and the New Testament in Greek (which, at the time of the writing of it, was most generally 
known to the nations), being immediately inspired by God, and, by His singular care and 
providence, kept pure in all ages, are therefore authentical; so as, in all controversies of 
religion, the Church is finally to appeal unto them. But, because these original tongues are 
not known to all the people of God, who have right unto, and interest in the Scriptures, and 
are commanded, in the fear of God, to read and search them, therefore they are to be 
translated in to the vulgar language of every nation unto which they come, that, the Word of 
God dwelling plentifully in all, they may worship Him in an acceptable manner; and, through 
patience and comfort of the Scriptures, may have hope. 
 

IX. The infallible rule of interpretation of Scripture is the Scripture itself: and therefore, when 
there is a question about the true and full sense of any Scripture (which is not manifold, but 
one), it must be searched and known by other places that speak more clearly. 
 

X. The supreme judge by which all controversies of religion are to be determined, and all 
decrees of councils, opinions of ancient writers, doctrines of men, and private spirits, are to 
be examined, and in whose sentence we are to rest, can be no other but the Holy Spirit 
speaking in the Scripture. 
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òYour word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.ó 
Psalm 119:105 

 

LESSON TWO 

Unfolding Godõs Plan 
A Timeline of Bible History 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTION  

 
òHow can we determine the accuracy of historical events presented in the Bible?ó 

 
INTRODUCTION  

 
Part 1 ð Catching up: Understanding Inspiration and the Canon of Scripture 
 
Part 2 ð God at work in the world from Creation to Consummation. 
 

LESSON 
 
 
Part 1:  How was the Bible written and preserved accurately? 
 

¶ Divine inspiration 
o 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 
òAll Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, 
equipped for every good work.ó 
 

o The Cause of inspiration is God 
o The Means of inspiration is men of God 
o The Result of inspiration is the Word of God in human language 

 
o God enabled human authors to communicate divine messages accurately. 

 

¶ Human authorship 
o 2 Peter 1:19-21 

 
òSo we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay 
attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning 
star arises in your hearts. But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a 
matter of oneõs own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of 
human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.ó 
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¶ Historical preservation 
o John 10:34-35 
Jesus answered them, òHas it not been written in your Law, ôI said, you are godsõ? If 
he called them gods, to whom the word of God came (and the Scripture cannot be 
broken). 

o Isaiah 40:8 
òThe grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever.ó 

¶ From God to usé 
o Inspiration 
o Canon 
o Transmission 
o Translation 

¶ Language 
o God chose human language to communicate divine truth 
o Precision. Propagation. Preservation. 
o Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek 

 

¶ What is inspiration? 
 

Inspiration encompasses the mysterious process by which divine causality on the prophetic 
agency resulted in scriptural authority, the Bible. Revelation is the fact of divine 
communication, inspiration is the means by which that communication is brought to the 
written record, and interpretation is the understanding of that communication. The total 
process of inspiration includes both the writer and the writing, although the product of 
inspiration is the authoritative writing and not the man. It is only the autographs (original 
writings) that are actually inspired, although accurate copies or translations are doctrinally 
authoritative, inasmuch they correctly reproduce the originals. There are no degrees of 
inspiration; all the Bible is equally inspired, that is, equally authoritative and true. The means 
or process of inspiration is a mystery of the providence of God, but the result of this 
process is a verbal (the words), plenary (extending to all parts equally), inerrant (errorless), 
and authoritative record. 
 

¶ The Canon of Scripture 
 

The most important distinction to be made at this point is between the determination and the 

discovery of canonicity.  

God is solely responsible for the first, and man is responsible merely for the last.  

o That a book is canonical is due to divine inspiration.  

o How that is known to be true is the process of human recognition.  

How men discovered what God had determined was by looking for the òearmarks of 

inspiration.ó  

It was asked whether the book (1) was written by a man of God, (2) who was confirmed by 

an act of God, (3) told the truth about God, man, and so on, (4) came with the power of 
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God, and (5) was accepted by the people of God. If a book clearly had the first earmark, the 

remainder were often assumed. Of course the contemporaries of the prophet (apostle) knew 

his credentials and accepted his book immediately. But later church Fathers sorted out the 

profusion of religious literature, discovered, and gave official recognition to the books that, 

by virtue of their divine inspiration, had been determined by God as canonical and originally 

recognized by the contemporary believing community to which they were presented. 

 

Part 2:  The Timeline of Bible History 

¶ Is God at Work in Human History? 

 

o Acts 15:16-18 

ôAfter these things I will return, 
And I will rebuild the [f]tabernacle of David which has fallen, 
And I will rebuild its ruins, 
And I will restore it, 
So that the rest of [g]mankind may seek the Lord, 
And all the Gentiles [h]who are called by My name,õ 
Says the Lord, who [i]makes these things known from long ago. 

 
o Galatians 4:4 

But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, 
born under [a]the Law. 

 
o Psalm 139:16 

Your eyes have seen my unformed substance; 
And in Your book were all written 
The days that were ordained for me, 
When as yet there was not one of them. 

 
o John 1:1-5 

 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 [a]He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through 
Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being. 4 In 
Him was life, and the life was the Light of men. 5 The Light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not [b]comprehend it. 
 

¶ Major Events that Demonstrate Godõs Sovereignty Over History 
o Creation 
o Fall 
o Flood 
o Nations 
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o Israel 

Á Abraham 

Á Isaac 

Á Jacob 
o Captivity 

Á Joseph 
o Exodus 

Á Moses 

¶ The Law 

Á Joshua 
o The Promised Land 
o Time of the Judges 

Á Samuel 
o The United Kingdom 

Á Saul 

Á David 

Á Solomon 
o The Divided Kingdom 

Á Israel 

Á Judah 
o Exile by Assyria - Israel 
o Exile by Babylon - Judah 
o 400 Years of Silence 
o The Messiah 

Á Birth 

Á Baptism 

Á Ministry 

Á Cross 

Á Resurrection 
o The Church 

Á Making Disciples 

Á All nations 
o The End Times/Last Days 
o The Second Coming of Christ 
o Millennial Reign 
o Judgments 

Á For those who reject 

Á For those who accept 

Á For the devil 
o New heavens and new earth 
o Eternity 
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òYour word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.ó 
Psalm 119:105 

 

LESSON THREE  

Open My Eyes  
How to Get the Most Out of Bible Study 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTION  

 
òHow can we be sure that we are understanding Godõs Word when we read it?ó 

 
INTRODUCTION  

 
Psalm 119:18 ð òOpen my eyes, that I may behold wonderful things from Your law.ó 
 
Guiding Principles 
 

1. The Bible is true. We can trust it. 
2. The Bible makes sense. We can read it. 
3. The Bible is one book. We can harmonize it. 
4. The Bible is Godõs book. We can learn it from Him. 

 
2 Timothy 2:15 ð òBe diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not 
need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.ó 
 

LESSON 
 
Approach the Word with humility  and expectation. 
 

¶ Psalm 119:130 ð òThe unfolding of your words gives light; it gives understanding to the 
simple.ó 

¶ John 14:26 ð òBut the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He 
will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.ó 

 
Be confident that God wants you to understand His Word. 
 

¶ John 16:12-13 ð òI have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 
But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not 
speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to 
you what is to come.ó 

¶ The Bible was written in human language, not some heavenly code. 

¶ Read the words of Scripture through a literal, historical, and grammatical lens.  
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Apply the process of Observation ð Interpretation ð Application. 
 

¶ Observe Scripture in these 10 ways: 
o Thoughtfully. Be a detective. 
o Repeatedly. Read entire books at a time. 
o Patiently. Spend quality time in each book you study. 
o Selectively. Decipher the who, what, where, when and how in the text. 
o Prayerfully. Donõt copy others; ask God to reveal things to you. 
o Imaginatively. Think about how you might write the verse. 
o Meditatively. Reflect on the words. 
o Purposefully. Understand that the author used structure to send a message. 
o Acquisitively. Attempt to retain the text. 
o Telescopically. Understand the significance of the text in light of the entire Bible. 

¶ Interpret Scripture with these rules in mind: 
o What meaning did the writer intend to communicate at that time and in that context? 
o How does this passage ð the words, background, audience, context, etc. ð fit with the 

rest of Scripture? 
o Is my interpretation of the passage essentially the same as godly scholars who have 

studied the passage in depth? 

¶ Apply the meaning of the Scripture using these 9 questions: 
o Is there an example for me to follow? 
o Is there a sin to avoid? 
o Is there a promise to claim? 
o Is there a prayer to repeat? 
o Is there a command to obey? 
o Is there a condition to meet? 
o Is there a verse to memorize? 
o Is there an error to mark? 
o Is there a challenge to face? 

 
Remember that the Word of God is powerful. Careful study makes us powerful. 
 

¶ Hebrews 4:12 ð òFor the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and 
able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.ó 

¶ Isaiah 55:11 ð òSo will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to 
Me empty, Without accomplishing what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for 
which I sent it.ó 
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Acts 1:8 
 
Assignment:  Use the verse below to practice the observation process in 
your Bible study. The more you ask questions from the text, the more 
answers it will give youéand the fuller understanding you will have of 
what God intended the meaning to be! I provided some examples below to 
get you started. 
 
 
but you will receive power  
¶ What does òbutó refer to in context? 

¶ Who is the òyouó? Singular or plural? 

¶ Whatõs the promise of òwilló? 

¶ Who is speaking these words? 

¶ How will òpoweró be given? Who is giving the òpoweró? What does òpoweró mean? 

¶ etc. 
 

 
 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;  
 
 
 
and you shall be My witnesses  
 
 
 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the 
earth. 
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òYour word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.ó 
Psalm 119:105 

 

LESSON FOUR 

The People of the Book  
God at Work Among the Chosen People 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTION  

 
òWhat does God want us to know (today) through our study of the Old Testament?ó 

 
INTRODUCTION  

 
Why is Israel called Godõs Chosen People? 
 
Deuteronomy 7:6-8 ð òFor you are a holy people to the Lord your God; the Lord your God has 
chosen you to be a people for His own possession out of all the peoples who are on the face of 
the earth. The Lord did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in number 
than any of the peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples, but because the Lord loved you and 
kept the oath which He swore to your forefathers, the Lord brought you out by a mighty hand and 
redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.ó 
 

LESSON 
 
Godõs Unique Love for a People 
 

¶ God gave Israel an exclusive identity. 

¶ God gave Israel a permanent geography. 

¶ God gave Israel an eternal genealogy. 

¶ God gave Israel a redemptive destiny. 
 
Thirty -nine books in 39 minutes! 
 
Genesis ð Beginnings & Believing 

¶ The world 

¶ Mankind 

¶ Sin 

¶ Redemption 

¶ Civilization 

¶ Languages 

¶ Israel 
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Exodus ð Escape & Establishment 

¶ Slavery 

¶ Moses 

¶ Red Sea 

¶ Wilderness 

¶ Ten Commandments 

¶ Nation 
 
Leviticus ð Holiness & Worship 

¶ Levitical priesthood 

¶ How to worship 

¶ Holy living 
 
Numbers ð Counting & Care 

¶ The tribes of Israel 

¶ Wanderings in the wilderness 

¶ Provision of God 

¶ Trust and obedience 
 
Deuteronomy ð Law & Love 

¶ Second giving of the Law 

¶ Preparing a people for statehood 

¶ Demonstrating love and blessing 

¶ Warning of rebellion and cursing 
 
Joshua ð Crossing & Conquering 

¶ Entering the Promised Land 

¶ Defeating the enemies of Israel 

¶ Disobedience leads to lifetime of regret 
 
Judges ð Rebellion & Rescue 

¶ Seven cycles of redemption 

¶ Disobedience to Captivity to Repentance to Rescue 

¶ Rise of the great judges/deliverers 

¶ Everyone did what was right in their own eyes 
 
Ruth ð Romance & Redemption 

¶ God can use anyone 

¶ His plan is not disrupted, even by bloodlines 

¶ True romance is built on ultimate committment 
 
1 & 2 Samuel ð Compromise & Crown 
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¶ Israel rejects God as King 

¶ The United kingdom is established 

¶ The rise of Saul and David 
 
1 & 2 Kings ð Reign & Rebellion 

¶ The rule of kings ð righteous and evil 

¶ The Divided kingdom 

¶ The judgment upon Israel and Judah 
 
1 & 2 Chronicles ð Continuity & Covenant 

¶ A recounting of Godõs plan and Godõs love 

¶ A remembrance of Israelõs obedience and disobedience 

¶ A book for the exiles in Babylon ð Donõt forget, return to God 
 
Ezra & Nehemiah ð Restoration & Repair 

¶ Preparation for return from exile 

¶ Restoring worship 

¶ Building the wall 
 
Esther ð Destiny & Deliverance 

¶ God sovereignly at work in the nations 

¶ God prepares behind the scenes 

¶ Faith and obedience 

¶ God will always preserve His people 
 
Job ð Trials & Trust 

¶ A Genesis patriarch 

¶ Righteous living brings blessing 

¶ Trials are not always the result of sin 

¶ Trust no matter what 

¶ Our closest friends donõt always understand 
 
Psalms ð Praise and Penitence 

¶ Our heartõs cry to God 

¶ God wants a humble and contrite heart 

¶ Our vertical relationship ð with the Creator and King 
 
Proverbs ð Humans & Humility 

¶ Knowledge and discernment the key to human relationships 

¶ Avoid fools and foolish decisions 

¶ Embrace wisdom and keep life simple 
 
Ecclesiastes ð Vanity & Victory 
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¶ Chasing after success on earth is meaningless 

¶ Wealth doesnõt guarantee wisdom 

¶ Remember your Creator ð honor Him 
 

Song of Solomon ð Intimacy & Innocence 

¶ Intimacy in marriage is celebrated 

¶ Give your spouse your best of you ð and all of you 
 
The Books of Prophecy 

¶ God does great things on earth 
o To Israel - judgment 
o For Israel ð deliverance, restoration, hope 
o To the nations ð judgment 
o To the world ð judgment, promise 
o In the present  
o In the immediate future 
o At the consummation of the world 
o All focused on redemption and Messiah 

¶ The Major Prophets 
o Isaiah ð Punishment & Promise 
o Jeremiah ð Conviction & Comfort 
o Lamentations ð Weeping & Worship 
o Ezekiel ð Exile & Exhortation 
o Daniel ð Captivity & Control 

¶ The Minor Prophets 
o Hosea ð Unfaithful & Unconditional 
o Joel ð Locusts & Lord 
o Amos ð Prosperity & Punishment 
o Obadiah ð Pride & Punishment 
o Jonah ð Running & Repentance 
o Micah ð Humility & Hope 
o Nahum ð Wickedness & Woe 
o Habakkuk ð Oppression & Oracle 
o Zephaniah ð Retribution & Remnant 
o Haggai ð Rebuild & Revere 
o Zechariah ð Return & Redemption 
o Malachi ð Remember & Repent 

 
THENé400 YEARS OF SILENCE! 
 
 



 

 

 F E B R U A R Y  2 8 ,  2 0 16  Å L A W R E N C E  F O R D  20 |  P A G E  
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òYour word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.ó 
Psalm 119:105 

 

LESSON FIVE  

Prophecy and Silence 
Listening for the Voice of God 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTION  

 
òIf prophecy is about future events, what good does it do us today? 

 
INTRODUCTION  

 
God spoke for some 4,000 years, and then was silent. 

¶ What were the climactic events in Israel before the silence? 

¶ What changed on the world scene during those 400 years of silence? 

¶ How do you think the Jewish people interpreted that silence? 
 
 

LESSON 
 
The Importance of Prophecy 

¶ Prophecy reveals God ð His plans and purposes. 

¶ Prophecy give hope ð Life will be better. 

¶ Prophecy confirms Scripture ð What God says is true. 

¶ Prophecy inspires holiness ð The future matters now. 

 
The Impact of Prophecy 

¶ 2 Peter 3 

¶ The Last Days are coming. Be prepared. 

¶ Judgment will come as sure as creation and the flood came. 

¶ Live holy lives now. 
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2 Peter 3 (NASB) 

 

1 This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up your sincere 
mind by way of reminder,  

2 that you should remember the words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets and the 
commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles. 

3 Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after 
their own lusts,  

4 and saying, òWhere is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all 
continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.ó  

5 For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed 
long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water,  

6 through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water.  

7 But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of 
judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 

8 But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a 
thousand years, and a thousand years like one day.  

9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not 
wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. 

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and 
the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up. 

11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy 
conduct and godliness,  

12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be 
destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat!  

13 But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which 
righteousness dwells. 

14 Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, 
spotless and blameless,  

15 and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation; just as also our beloved brother Paul, according 
to the wisdom given him, wrote to you,  

16 as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to 
understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to 
their own destruction.  

17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that you are not carried 
away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own steadfastness,  

18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, 
both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 
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Interpreting Prophecy in the Bible 

1. Take God at His Word. Donõt try to òread intoó prophetic Scripture what isnõt there. 

2. If God fulfilled previous prophecies literally, we should expect Him to do the same with 

future prophecies. 

3. The benefit of studying prophecy now is to make us more heavenly-minded and more 

ministry-focused. 

4. Approach prophecy, like all of Godõs Word, with humility and perseverance. 

5. Use the knowledge of prophecy to bring you closer to Christ. 
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òYour word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.ó 
Psalm 119:105 

 

LESSON SIX  

Behold the Lamb 
God Presents Messiah to the World 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTION  

 
How can Jesus be both God and Man? 

 
INTRODUCTION  

 
The Bible presents the life and ministry of Jesus Christ in four books called òThe Gospels.ó 
 

¶ The necessity for more than one account 
o Holy Spirit-directed 
o Four different but harmonious perspectives 
o Different audiences ð Jews, Gentiles, Romans 

¶ The distinctiveness of each of the Gospels 
o Jewish culture, traditions, and religious foundation 
o Explanations about the Law and grace 
o Stressing the deity and humanity of Jesus 

¶ The unifying message of the four stories 
o Jesus is God and Man 
o Jesus is the only Way for redemption 
o Jesus is the perfect example of righteousness 

 
 

LESSON 
 
The Gospel Writers 
 

¶ Matthew 
o Original Disciple/Apostle, tax collector, educated 

¶ Mark 
o A disciple of Peter/Barnabas/Paul, pastor/missionary 

¶ Luke 
o A disciple of Paul, physician, educated 

¶ John 
o Original Disciple/Apostle, pastor/missionary 
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The Gospel Messages 
 

¶ Matthew ð Jesus is the King 
 

òThis is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham.ó 
(Matthew 1:1) 

 
o Note the many parables about òthe kingdom of heavenó 
o The Jews would understand this writing immediately 
o Key sermons and discourses 

 

¶ Mark ð Jesus is the Servant 
 
òFor even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a 
ransom for many.ó (Mark 10:45) 
 

o A fast-paced account of Jesus ministry 
o As told primarily by the Apostle Peter 
o Jesus demonstrates his servant acts 

 

¶ Luke ð Jesus is the Son of Man 
 
òFor the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.ó (Luke 19:10) 
 

o Very detailed, well-researched and documented account 
o Sent to a Roman official; a Gentile audience 
o Beloved Christmas story to tell the whole world about the Savior 

 

¶ John ð Jesus is the Son of God 
 
òBut these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God; and that believing you may have life in His name.ó (John 20:31) 
 

o The Seven òI AMó Declarations of Jesus 
 

1. òI am the Bread of Life.ó (John 6:35) 
2. òI am the Light of the world.ó (John 8:12) 
3. òI am the Gate for the sheep.ó (John 10:7) 
4. òI am the Good Shepherd.ó (John 10:11) 
5. òI am the Resurrection and the Life.ó (John 11:25) 
6. òI am the Way and the Truth and the Life.ó (John 14:6) 
7. òI am the true Vine.ó (John 15:1) 

 
o One word:  Believe 
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òYour word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.ó 
Psalm 119:105 

 

LESSON SEVEN  

Upon This Rock  
The Character and Calling of the Church 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTION  

 
Does Church today have any resemblance to the early Chu? 

 
INTRODUCTION  

 
Acts 1:8 ð Blueprint for the Work of the Church 
 
òBut you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.ó 
 

1. The people who are witness are His disciples 
2. The power to be witnesses comes from the Holy Spirit 
3. The place to be witnesses is: 

a. Jerusalem (Acts 1:1-8:3) 
b. Judea & Samaria (Acts 8:4-12:25) 
c. The uttermost part of the earth (Acts 13:1-28:31) 

 
LESSON 

 
I will build My Church  
Matthew 16:17-19 
 
òAnd Jesus said to him, òBlessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal 
this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock 
I will build My church ; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it. I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven; and whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven.ó 
 
I will prepare My witnesses 
Acts 1:1-7 
 
The first account I composed, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach, until the day 
when He was taken up to heaven, after He had by the Holy Spirit given orders to the apostles 
whom He had chosen. To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many 
convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days and speaking of the things 
concerning the kingdom of God. Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave 
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Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, ôWhich,õ He said, ôyou heard of from 
Me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 
now.õ So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, ôLord, is it at this time You 
are restoring the kingdom to Israel?õ He said to them, ôIt is not for you to know times or epochs 
which the Father has fixed by His own authority.õó 
 
I will demonstrate My power 
Acts 2:1-4 
 
òWhen the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly there came 
from heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were 
sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on 
each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other 
tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance.ó 
 
The Church is the Lordõs 
Acts 2:41-47 
 
òSo then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about 
three thousand souls. They were continually devoting themselves to the apostlesõ teaching and 
to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and 
many wonders and signs were taking place through the apostles. And all those who had believed 
were together and had all things in common; and they began selling their property and possessions 
and were sharing them with all, as anyone might have need. Day by day continuing with one mind 
in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with 
gladness and sincerity of heart, praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord 
was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved.ó 
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òYour word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.ó 
Psalm 119:105 

 

LESSON EIGHT  

Alpha and Omega 
Walking with Christ through the Bible 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTION  

 
What spiritual themes do you notice running through the Scriptures? 

 
INTRODUCTION  

 
Basic Bible Facts to Remember: 
 

¶ The Bible is One harmonious book, not a collection of random stories. 

¶ God, the Creator, is the Author of this book. 

¶ If God is perfect, then His Words are perfect.  

¶ God reveals His Person and Purpose in the Bible. 

¶ One Theme dominates the Bible from Genesis to Revelation: REDEMPTION 
o Genesis 3:15 
o John 1:1-4; 14 
o Revelation 22 

 
LESSON 

 
The Seven òCsó of History: 
 

1. Creation 
2. Corruption 
3. Catastrophe 
4. Confusion 

ʼʸʸʸʸʸ What happens between 4 and 5? The entire Old Testament 
5. Christ 
6. Cross 
7. Consummation 

 
If redemption is the one major theme that runs throughout the Bible, then it begs the 
question: òWho is the Redeemer?ó 
 

¶ The Father was rejected over and over again. Mankind would not let Him rule. 

¶ The Son was chosen to redeem mankind.  

¶ God made provision for His Son to execute the plan of redemption. 
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¶ Examples: 
o Garden of Eden 
o Noah and the Ark 
o Abraham in Canaan 
o Joseph in Egypt 

 
Every book of the Bible reflects Christ, the Redeemer! 
 

1. Genesis ð Creator & promised Redeemer 
2. Exodus ð the Passover Lamb 
3. Leviticus ð High Priest 
4. Numbers ð water in the desert 
5. Deuteronomy ð He becomes the curse for us 
6. Joshua ð Commander of the army of the Lord 
7. Judges ð delivers us from injustice 
8. Ruth ð our Kinsman-Redeemer 
9. 1 Samuel ð all in one, He is the Prophet/Priest/King 
10. 2 Samuel ð King of grace & love 
11. 1 Kings ð a Ruler greater than Solomon 
12. 2 Kings ð the powerful prophet 
13. 1 Chronicles ð Son of David that is coming to rule 
14. 2 Chronicles ð the King who reigns eternally 
15. Ezra ð Priest proclaiming freedom 
16. Nehemiah ð the One who restores what is broken down 
17. Esther ð Protector of his people 
18. Job ð Mediator between God and man 
19. Psalms ð our song in the morning and in the night 
20. Proverbs ð our wisdom 
21. Ecclesiastes ð our meaning for life 
22. Song of Solomon ð Author of faithful love 
23. Isaiah ð Suffering Servant 
24. Jeremiah ð the weeping Messiah 
25. Lamentations ð He assumes Godõs wrath for us 
26. Ezekiel ð Son of Man 
27. Daniel ð the stranger in the fire with us 
28. Hosea ð faithful husband even when we run away 
29. Joel ð He is sending His Spirit to His people 
30. Amos ð delivers justice to the oppressed 
31. Obadiah ð Judge of those who do evil 
32. Jonah ð the greatest missionary 
33. Micah ð He casts our sin into the sea of forgetfulness 
34. Nahum ð proclaims future world peace we cannot even imagine 
35. Habakkuk ð crushes injustice 
36. Zephaniah ð the Warrior who saves 
37. Haggai ð restores our worship 
38. Zechariah ð prophesies a Messiah pierced for us 
39. Malachi ð sun of righteousness who brings healing 
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40. Matthew ð the Messiah who is King 
41. Mark ð the Messiah who is a Servant 
42. Luke ð the Messiah who is a Deliverer 
43. John ð the Messiah who is a God in the flesh 
44. Acts ð the Spirit who dwells in His people 
45. Romans ð the righteousness of God 
46. 1 Corinthians ð the power and love of God 
47. 2 Corinthians ð He is the down payment of whatõs to come 
48. Galatians ð He is our very life 
49. Ephesians ð the unity of our church 
50. Philippians ð the joy of our life 
51. Colossians ð holds the supreme position in all things 
52. 1 Thessalonians ð our comfort in the last days 
53. 2 Thessalonians ð our returning King 
54. 1 Timothy ð Savior of the worst sinners 
55. 2 Timothy ð leader of the leaders 
56. Titus ð foundation of truth 
57. Philemon ð our Mediator 
58. Hebrews ð our High Priest 
59. James ð He matures our faith 
60. 1 Peter ð our hope in times of suffering 
61. 2 Peter ð the One who guards us from false teaching 
62. 1 John ð source of all fellowship 
63. 2 John ð God in the flesh 
64. 3 John ð source of all truth 
65. Jude ð protects us from stumbling 
66. Revelation ð King of Kings and Lord of Lords 

 
 


